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sometimes produces haemorrhage into the stomach cavity, and
occasionally small erosions. If you had an effusion of blood into
the stomach caused by this irritant, and the person vomited, the
vomit would be coloured by blood; sometimes one would see streaks
of blood in the vomit. At other times it would be altered by
the stomach juice, and the vomit would be a dark brown or a
dirty brown. After the arsenic has been absorbed in the stomach
and intestines and got into the blood, it would begin to affect the
organs to which the blood is carried, the heart amongst them, and
it would damage the heart and bring about dilatation of
the heart and a quickened action of the heart. The dilatation
of the heart, unless slight, would be likely to be accompanied by
a murmur. As regards the kidneys, when the blood which has got
arsenic in it passes into the kidneys, it would damage the kidneys
in the way in which I found them damaged here—producing fatty
disease and interfering with the function of the kidneys, producing
changes in the urine, albuminuria, and other changes according
to the amount of urine secreted. The functions of the kidneys
generally are for the purpose of getting rid of the waste products
of the activities of the body generally. The liver would be affected
in the same way as the heart and kidneys; it would be damaged,
and fatty disease would be the result, and interference with the
work of that organ would also occur. I am quite familiar with
Bright's disease. The condition of the kidneys in this case did
not suggest Bright's disease. The condition was only one which
I have described as fatty disease or fatty degeneration due to some
form of poisoning—in this case arsenical poisoning.
By Mr. justice darling—I say that certainly this condition
of the kidneys and the liver and the heart was due to arsenical
poisoning.
Examination continued—Will you proceed in your own way
about the intestine?—The poison when taken by the mouth would
pass, or some portion of it would pass, from the stomach into the
upper part of the intestine, and would there produce indications
0? its action—inflammation in the upper part of the intestines,
the appearance gradually diminishing as we pass lower down until
they may fade away altogether. The other change which will be
found in the case of arsenical poisoning will be the empty con-
dition of the large and small intestines as a result of the irritant
action producing diarrhoea. In this particular case I found the
empty condition to which I have referred, but I could not recognise
any inflammation of the intestines on account of the post-mortem
changes which had occurred that rendered it impossible to say
whether they were present or not at the time of death. In a case
of arsenical poisoning the passage of the food would be more rapid
than under ordinary conditions, and, of course, it would be still
more rapidly if the food taken was fluid and not solid. I have
"been in Court and I heard that during the time Mrs. Arm-
strong was at Barnwood Asylum 'she was given from 3rd October
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